






  

 
Knights of Columbus Essays 

III. 

Service to others can be very fulfilling. I often find myself helping others without even 

recognizing its importance. Just this week, I helped my elderly neighbor put fencing up to keep 

the squirrels out of his peach tree. It wasn’t a big deal, a few hours on Sunday, but I know he 

needed my help. I have also been involved in many different activities and services during the 

school year. I recently volunteered to refurbish the courtyard and shovel gravel for the garden 

pathways. Earlier this year, I helped with the weeding of the garden to help keep our outdoor 

area beautiful. At school, I volunteer as an ambassador. It is our responsibility to help usher and 

greet people into the church at school masses and give tours to prospective families to provide a 

welcoming church and school environment. I also volunteer at the St.Paul Youth Ministry and 

will continue as a small group assistant next year in high school. On weekends, I altar serve 

every other Sunday mass, which I have been doing for the past two years now. This has taught 

me that I can love Christ and serve in the small details. My family also attends a Catholic 

charismatic community for many years, my whole life. I help out with the toddler and 

elementary kids’ activities monthly in this group. My family also has a very large family with 

lots of kids and I sometimes babysit my younger cousins. I have also helped my family create 

blessing bags this year to hand out when we see homeless people. It feels good to give to others 

when I see them in need. Getting this scholarship would help my family a lot in paying for 

Catholic high school. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 
 



 
IV. 

 I have involved myself in lots of different activities. For example, I attended the PSIA 

competition this year. I competed in three different academic areas, and ranked third in Number 

Sense and sixth in Creative Writing when I went to regionals. In school, I am also an eighth 

grade representative on the student council. As a member of that group, I help organize and help 

with school programs and setting up activities throughout the entire school year. This year, it was 

my first time to play on the co-ed volleyball team at school. We do not have enough boys for a 

football team at this school, so I joined Mary Immaculate school’s group and was named captain 

of the team. I also played basketball on the YMCA team this year. I still take lessons to try to 

become better at this skill and you could see me almost daily shooting hoops outside, as it’s one 

of my favorite hobbies. I hope to play football and basketball next year at John Paul II.  

 



Subject: Recommenda�on le�er for 8th grade student scholarship 2023
From: Denise Ardoin <d.ardoin@spsdfw.org>
Date: 4/27/2023, 12:47 PM
To: "mike@koenecke.us" <mike@koenecke.us>

Dear Mr. Koenecke,

I am wri�ng this le�er on behalf of  an 8th grade student who joined our SPS family his 7th grade year.
I've taught him English for two years and was also his religion teacher last year. He is a diligent student in my
class.

He is head altar server and has a�ended Saint Paul Church Parish Edge during his 7th and 8th grade years.
Next year, he does plan to volunteer for this program. He recently made his confirma�on, and his family
ac�vely a�ends mass on Sundays.  was always enthusias�c and informa�ve in our theology classes last
year.

In addi�on,  has also maintained A/B honor roll status, served as a school ambassador, and is currently an

8th grade student council representa�ve.

He volunteers in at Feed My Starving Children, located here in Richardson.

 is most looking forward to JPII's rigorous curriculum, new friends, sports, and possibly partaking the Peer
Ministry. 

Thank you for your �me and considera�on. Have a beau�ful and blessed day.

In Christ,

Denise Ardoin
5th to 8th grade - English teacher

720 South Floyd Road
Richardson, Texas 75080 
972-235-3263
www.spsdfw.org
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